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SHAPING DEVICE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority from Japanese Patent Application No. 2013-062970,
filed on Mar. 25, 2013; the entire contents of which are incor-
porated herein by reference.

FIELD

Embodiments described herein relate generally to a shap-
ing device.

BACKGROUND

Technologies for shaping strokes of handwriting input by a
user into graphic data are known.

With the technologies of the related art as mentioned
above, however, erroneous shaping is likely to occur when a
graphic to be shaped into is expressed by using another
graphic as part thereof. An object to be achieved by the
present invention is to provide a shaping device capable of
increasing the accuracy of shaping into a target graphic
expressed by using another graphic as part thereof.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG.11s aconfiguration diagram illustrating an example of
a shaping device according to a first embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating an example of display of a
plurality of strokes according to the first embodiment;

FIG. 3 is an explanatory table of an example of a determi-
nation technique according to the first embodiment;

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating an example of a shaping
result according to the first embodiment;

FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating an exemplary process
according to the first embodiment;

FIG. 6 is a configuration diagram illustrating an example of
a shaping device according to a second embodiment;

FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating an example of display of a
plurality of strokes according to the second embodiment;

FIG. 8 is an explanatory table of an example of a determi-
nation technique according to the second embodiment;

FIG. 9 is a diagram illustrating an example of display of
shaping candidates according to the second embodiment;

FIG. 10 is a flowchart illustrating an exemplary process
according to the second embodiment;

FIG. 11 is a configuration diagram illustrating an example
of a shaping device according to a third embodiment;

FIG. 12 is a diagram illustrating an example of display of a
screen for confirmation according to the third embodiment;

FIG. 13 is a configuration diagram illustrating an example
of a shaping device according to a fourth embodiment;

FIG. 14 is a diagram illustrating an example of display of a
plurality of strokes according to the fourth embodiment;

FIG. 15 is an explanatory table of an example of a deter-
mination technique according to the fourth embodiment;

FIG. 16 is a diagram illustrating an example of a shaping
result according to the fourth embodiment;

FIG. 17 is a configuration diagram illustrating an example
of a shaping device according to a fifth embodiment;

FIG. 18 is a diagram illustrating an example of display of a
plurality of strokes according to the fifth embodiment;

FIG. 19 is a diagram illustrating an example of a shaping
result according to the fifth embodiment; and
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2

FIG. 20 is a diagram illustrating an exemplary hardware
configuration of a shaping device according to the embodi-
ments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

According to an embodiment, a shaping device includes an
acquiring unit, an extracting unit, a first calculator, a second
calculator, a determining unit, a shaping unit, and a display
unit. The acquiring unit is configured to acquire a plurality of
strokes indicative of handwriting by a user. The extracting
unit is configured to extract multiple combinations of strokes,
each combination including one or more of the strokes. The
first calculator is configured to calculate a first likelihood
representing a probability that each of the combinations
related a target graphic. The second calculator is configured to
calculate a second likelihood representing a probability that
each of the combinations related to an incomplete shape. The
determining unit is configured to determine whether there is a
first combination having at least one of first likelihoods equal
to or higher than a first threshold and the second likelihood
equal to or lower than a second threshold in the combinations.
The shaping unit is configured to shape the strokes into the
target graphic having the first likelihood equal to or higher
than the first threshold for the first combination when there is
the first combination. The display unit is configured to display
a result of shaping the strokes.

Embodiments will be described below in detail with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings.

First Embodiment

FIG.1is a configuration diagram illustrating an example of
a shaping device 1 according to a first embodiment. As illus-
trated in FIG. 1, the shaping device 1 includes an input unit
11, an acquiring unit 13, a display controller 15, adisplay unit
17, areceiving unit 19, an extracting unit 21, a storage unit 23,
afirstcalculator 25, a second calculator 27, a determining unit
29, a shaping unit 31, and an output unit 33.

The input unit 11 can be realized with an input device
allowing handwritten input such as a touch panel, a touch pad,
a mouse, and an electronic pen.

The acquiring unit 13, the display controller 15, the receiv-
ing unit 19, the extracting unit 21, the first calculator 25, the
second calculator 27, the determining unit 29, the shaping
unit 31, and the output unit 33 may be implemented by mak-
ing a processor such as a central processing unit (CPU)
execute a program, that is, by software, may be implemented
by hardware such as an integrated circuit (IC), or may be
implemented by combination of software and hardware, for
example.

The display unit 17 can be realized with a display device
such as a touch panel display or a liquid crystal display, for
example.

The storage unit 23 stores various programs to be executed
by the shaping device 1 and data used for various processes
performed by the shaping device 1. The storage unit 23 can be
realized by a storage device that can magnetically, optically or
electrically store information such as a hard disk drive
(HDD), a solid state drive (SSD), a memory card, an optical
disk, a read only memory (ROM), or a random access
memory (RAM), for example.

The input unit 11 inputs a plurality of strokes (hereinafter
may also be referred to as “handwritten data”) by which the
user has drawn a graphic or the like by handwriting to the
shaping device 1. In the first embodiment, it is assumed that
the input unit 11 is a touch panel and that the user inputs a
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plurality of strokes by handwriting a graphic or the like on the
touch panel with a stylus pen or a finger, but the input unit 11
is not limited thereto. For example, the input unit 11 may be
realized with a touch pad, a mouse or an electronic pen.

A stroke is data representing one unit of a graphic or the
like handwritten by the user, that is, a trajectory of a stylus pen
or a finger from where the pen or the finger touches an input
face of the touch panel until where the pen or the finger gets
away therefrom (from pen down to pen up). A stroke is
expressed as time series coordinate values of a contact point
ofthe stylus pen or the finger with the input face like {(x,,y,),
(X3, ¥2)s - - -5 (X, ¥,)}, for example. The expression of a
stroke, however, is not limited thereto.

The input unit 11 also inputs various instructions such as an
instruction to shape input strokes and an instruction to output
a file of shaped data resulting from shaping strokes to the
shaping device 1.

Although it is assumed in the present embodiment that the
input unit 11 also inputs these various instructions, but the
manner in which various instructions are input is not limited
thereto. For example, the shaping device 1 may further
include an input unit such as an operator diftferent from the
input unit 11 and this input unit may input various instructions
mentioned above.

The acquiring unit 13 acquires a plurality of strokes input
by the input unit 11. Specifically, the acquiring unit 13
acquires the strokes by sequentially acquiring the strokes
input by the input unit 11.

The display controller 15 displays the strokes acquired by
the acquiring unit 13 on the display unit 17 and displays a
result of shaping the strokes on the display unit 17. For
example, the display controller 15 linearly compensates coor-
dinate values of the strokes acquired by the acquiring unit 13
and displays the resulting strokes on the display unit 17.
Although it is assumed in the present embodiment that the
display unit 17 is realized with the same touch panel as the
input unit 11, the display unit 17 is not limited thereto and
may be realized with a touch panel different from that of the
input unit 11 or with a liquid crystal display or the like.

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating an example of display of a
plurality of strokes according to the first embodiment. In the
example illustrated in FIG. 2, strokes 50 to 53 expressing a
graphic of a database are displayed on a display screen of the
display unit 17. Note that the strokes 50 to 53 are assumed to
be acquired (input) in the order of the stroke 50, the stroke 51,
the stroke 52, and the stroke 53. Furthermore, a shaping
button 55 is displayed on the display screen, and shaping of
the strokes 50 to 53 is performed when the shaping button 55
is touched (selected) by the user. Note that the format in which
amenu screen such as the shaping button 55 is displayed is not
limited thereto, but various display formats such as icons or
texts may be employed.

The receiving unit 19 receives various instructions such as
a shaping instruction input by the input unit 11. For example,
in the example illustrated in FIG. 2, when the shaping button
55 is touched, the input unit 11 inputs an instruction to shape
the strokes 50 to 53 and the receiving unit 19 receives the
shaping instruction.

The extracting unit 21 extracts multiple combinations of
strokes, each combination including one or more of the
strokes acquired by the acquiring unit 13. Specifically, when
a shaping instruction is received by the receiving unit 19, the
extracting unit 21 extracts multiple combinations of strokes
from the strokes acquired by the acquiring unit 13, each
combination including one or more of the strokes.

Note that combinations of strokes may be any combina-
tions such as a combination of successive strokes, all combi-
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nations, and a combination of a leading stroke and strokes
with median points with respect thereto within a predeter-
mined distance. Although combinations of successive strokes
(specifically, combinations of strokes generated each time a
stroke is acquired (input) are used as the combinations of
strokes in the first embodiment, the combinations are not
limited thereto.

For example, in the case of the strokes 50 to 53 explained in
FIG. 2, the extracting unit 21 extracts a combination includ-
ing the stroke 50 generated as a result of acquisition (input) of
the stroke 50, a combination including the strokes 50 and 51
generated as a result of acquisition (input) of the stroke 51, a
combination of the strokes 50, 51, and 52 generated as a result
of acquisition (input) of the stroke 52, and a combination
including the strokes 50, 51, 52, and 53 generated as a result
of acquisition (input) of the stroke 53 from the strokes 50 to
53.

The storage unit 23 stores multiple templates of target
graphics (specifically, shaping target graphics), templates of
incomplete shapes, and the like. Note that an incomplete
shape is something uncompleted as a graphic and is assumed
be something that becomes a complete graphic if one or more
lines are additionally drawn in the first embodiment. For
example, the storage unit 23 stores the number of strokes of a
target graphic and time-series coordinate values composing
the respective strokes in association with each other as a
template of a target graphic or an incomplete shape.

The first calculator 25 calculates a first likelihood repre-
senting the probability that each of the combinations
extracted by the extracting unit 21 corresponds to a target
graphic for each of the target graphics. Specifically, the first
calculator 25 compares each of the combinations extracted by
the extracting unit 21 with each of the templates of target
graphics stored in the storage unit 23 to calculate the first
likelihood representing the probability that each of the com-
binations corresponds to the target graphic for each of the
target graphics.

The calculation of the first likelihood can be performed by
using a known technique. For example, the first calculator 25
obtains one combination extracted by the extracting unit 21,
and extracts all the stroke strings each including K strokes
with successive stroke numbers from the combination. If the
number of strokes of the combination is N and K=3, the first
calculator 25 extracts (1, 2, 3), (2,3,4), ..., (N=-2,N-1,N)
as the stroke strings from the combination.

The first calculator 25 also obtains a template of a target
graphic from the storage unit 23, and similarly extracts all the
stroke strings each including K strokes with successive stroke
numbers from the template of the target graphic.

The first calculator 25 then normalizes the positions and
the sizes of the stroke strings of the combination and those of
the stroke strings of the template of the target graphic to
calculate the first likelihood. For example, point approxima-
tion is applied to each stroke using a certain number of points,
the total of distances between corresponding points of the
combination and the template is obtained as discrepancy, and
the inverse thereof is obtained as the first likelihood.

Alternatively, for example, the first calculator 25 obtains
one combination extracted by the extracting unit 21, extracts
a feature quantity of the combination, and applies the
extracted feature quantity to a discriminator that has learned
to determine whether or not the feature quantity corresponds
to a target graphic to calculate the first likelihood. Examples
of the discriminator include a multi-class SVM disclosed in
Crammer, K., & Singer, Y. (2001), On the algorithmic imple-
mentation of multi-class kernel-based vector machines,
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Machine Learning Research, 2,265-292 and a KNN discrimi-
nator disclosed in JP-A 2009-20769 (KOKAI).

The second calculator 27 calculates a second likelihood
representing the probability that each of the combinations
extracted by the extracting unit 21 corresponds to an incom-
plete shape. Specifically, the second calculator 27 compares
each of the combinations extracted by the extracting unit 21
with a template of an incomplete shape stored in the storage
unit 23 to calculate the second likelihood representing the
probability that each of the combinations corresponds to the
incomplete shape.

The calculation of the second likelihood can also be per-
formed by using a known technique. For example, the second
likelihood can be calculated by replacing the target graphic
with the incomplete shape in the techniques of calculating the
first likelihood described above.

The determining unit 29 determines whether or not there is
a first combination with at least one of first likelihoods equal
to or higher than a first threshold and the second likelihood
equal to or lower than a second threshold in the combinations
extracted by the extracting unit 21.

FIG. 3 is an explanatory table of an example of the deter-
mination technique according to the first embodiment. In the
example illustrated in FIG. 3, the first likelihood of each
target graphic calculated by the first calculator 25 and the
second likelihood calculated by the second calculator 27 are
presented for each of the combinations of strokes extracted by
the extracting unit 21.

Here, a combination (0) of strokes represents a combina-
tion including the stroke 50, a combination (0, 1) of strokes
represents a combination including the strokes 50 and 51, a
combination (0, 1, 2) of strokes represents a combination
including the strokes 50, 51, and 52, and a combination (0, 1,
2,3) of strokes represents a combination including the strokes
50, 51, 52, and 53. Furthermore, a circle, a rectangular, and a
database are presented as examples of the target graphics.
Furthermore, it is assumed that the first threshold is 0.7 and
the second threshold is 0.3 in the example illustrated in FIG.
3, but the thresholds are not limited thereto.

In this case, combinations with at least one of the first
likelihoods equal to or higher than 0.7 are the combination (0)
and the combination (0, 1, 2, 3), and a combination with the
second likelihood equal to or lower than 0.3 is the combina-
tion (0, 1, 2, 3). As a result, since the combination (0, 1, 2, 3)
corresponds to the first combination, the determining unit 29
determines that there is a first combination.

If there is a first combination, the shaping unit 31 shapes
the strokes acquired by the acquiring unit 13 into the target
graphic with the first likelihood equal to or higher than the
first threshold for the first combination. Specifically, if it is
determined by the determining unit 29 that there are one or
more first combinations, the shaping unit 31 shapes the
strokes acquired by the acquiring unit 13 into the target
graphic with the highest first likelihood for the one or more
first combinations. More specifically, the shaping unit 31
acquires the template of the target graphic with the highest
first likelihood for the one or more first combinations from the
storage unit 23, and shapes the strokes acquired by the acquir-
ing unit 13 by using the template.

For example, in the example illustrated in FIG. 3, the
highest first likelihood for the combination (0, 1, 2, 3) that is
the one or more first combinations is 0.9 of the database. The
shaping unit 31 thus acquires the template of the database
from the storage unit 23, and shapes the strokes 50 to 53 into
graphic data of the database as illustrated in FIG. 4 by using
the template of the database.
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The display controller 15 displays the result of shaping
performed by the shaping unit 31 on the display unit 17 as
described above.

The output unit 33 outputs the result of shaping performed
by the shaping unit 31 in the form of a file, and stores the file
of the shaping result in a storage unit or an external device
(such as a cloud) that is not illustrated. Note that the shaping
result may be put into the form of a file by the shaping unit 31
or by the output unit 33.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating an example of a flow of
procedures of processing performed by the shaping device 1
according to the first embodiment.

First, the acquiring unit 13 acquires handwritten data that is
a plurality of strokes input by the input unit 11 (step S101).

Subsequently, the display controller 15 displays the hand-
written data acquired by the acquiring unit 13 on the display
unit 17 (step S103).

Subsequently, the receiving unit 19 receives a shaping
instruction input by the input unit 11 (step S105).

Subsequently, the extracting unit 21 extracts multiple com-
binations of strokes, each combination including one or more
of'the strokes composing the handwritten data acquired by the
acquiring unit 13 (step S107).

Subsequently, the first calculator 25 calculates a first like-
lihood representing the probability that each of the combina-
tions extracted by the extracting unit 21 corresponds to a
target graphic for each of the target graphics (step S109).

Subsequently, the second calculator 27 calculates a second
likelihood representing the probability that each of the com-
binations extracted by the extracting unit 21 corresponds to an
incomplete shape (step S111).

Subsequently, the determining unit 29 determines whether
or not there is a first combination with at least one of first
likelihoods equal to or higher than the first threshold and the
second likelihood equal to or lower than the second threshold
in the combinations extracted by the extracting unit 21 (step
S113).

If there is a first combination (Yes in step S113), the shap-
ing unit 31 shapes the handwritten data that is the strokes
acquired by the acquiring unit 13 into the target graphic with
the highest first likelihood for the one or more first combina-
tions (step S115).

Subsequently, the display controller 15 displays the result
of shaping performed by the shaping unit 31 on the display
unit 17, and the output unit 33 outputs the result of shaping
performed by the shaping unit 31 in the form of a file (step
S117).

Although the processing is terminated if there is no first
combination (No in step S113) in the example illustrated in
FIG. 5, the processing is not limited thereto.

For example, if there is no combination with at least one of
the first likelihoods equal to or higher than the first threshold
in the combinations extracted by the extracting unit 21 in step
S113, the strokes that are the handwritten data displayed on
the display unit 17 may be deleted.

Alternatively, for example, if there is a combination with at
least one of the first likelihoods equal to or higher than the first
threshold but there is no combination with the second likeli-
hood equal to or lower than the second threshold in the com-
binations extracted by the extracting unit 21 in step S113, the
shaping unit 31 may shape the handwritten data into the target
graphic with the highest first likelihood.

According to the first embodiment as described above,
since it is possible to shape a plurality of strokes into a target
graphic taking the probability of being an incomplete shape
into account in addition to the probability of being a target
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graphic, the accuracy of shaping into a target graphic can be
increased even when the target graphic is expressed another
graphic as part thereof.

Second Embodiment

In a second embodiment, an example in which acquired
strokes can be shaped into a target graphic even when the
strokes are insufficient for the target graphic will be
described. In the following, the difference from the first
embodiment will be mainly described, components having
similar functions as in the first embodiment will be desig-
nated by the same names and reference numerals as in the first
embodiment, and the description thereof will not be repeated.

FIG. 6 is a configuration diagram illustrating an example of
a shaping device 101 according to the second embodiment.
As illustrated in FIG. 6, the shaping device 101 of the second
embodiment is different from that of the first embodiment in
a determining unit 129, a display controller 115, a receiving
unit 119, and a shaping unit 131.

FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating an example of display of a
plurality of strokes according to the second embodiment. In
the example illustrated in FIG. 7, strokes 150 to 152 express-
ing a graphic of a database are displayed on a display screen
of the display unit 17. With the strokes 150 to 152, however,
the database is not properly expressed since some strokes are
missing. Note that the strokes 150 to 152 are assumed to be
acquired (input) in the order of the stroke 150, the stroke 151,
and the stroke 152.

If there is no first combination, the determining unit 129
further determines whether or not there is a second combina-
tion with at least one of the first likelihoods equal to or higher
than the first threshold and the second likelihood equal to or
lower than a third threshold that is larger than the second
threshold.

FIG. 8 is an explanatory table of an example of the deter-
mination technique according to the second embodiment.
Here, a combination (0) of strokes represents a combination
including the stroke 150, a combination (0, 1) of strokes
represents a combination including the strokes 150 and 151,
and a combination (0, 1, 2) of strokes represents a combina-
tion including the strokes 150, 151, and 152. Furthermore, it
is assumed that the first threshold is 0.7, the second threshold
is 0.3, and the third threshold is 0.9 in the example illustrated
in FIG. 8, but the thresholds are not limited thereto.

In this case, combinations with at least one of the first
likelihoods equal to or higher than 0.7 are the combination (0)
and the combination (0, 1, 2), there is no combination with the
second likelihood equal to or lower than 0.3, and a combina-
tion with the second likelihood equal to or lower than 0.9 is
the combination (0, 1, 2). As a result, since there is no com-
bination corresponding to the first combination and the com-
bination (0, 1, 2) corresponds to the second combination, the
determining unit 129 determines that there is no first combi-
nation and that there is a second combination.

Ifitis determined by the determining unit 129 that there are
one or more second combinations, the display controller 115
displays the target graphic with the highest first likelihood for
the one or more second combinations as a shaping candidate
on the display unit 17.

For example, in the example illustrated in FIG. 8, the
highest first likelihood for the combination (0, 1, 2) that is the
one or more second combinations is 0.8 of the database. The
display controller 115 thus acquires the template of the data-
base from the shaping unit 131 or the storage unit 23, and
displays the database 156 as the shaping candidate on a dis-
play screen of the display unit 17 as illustrated in FIG. 9.
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In the example illustrated in FIG. 9, however, the display
controller 115 also displays a graphic 157 corresponding to
the combination (0, 1, 2) as a shaping candidate on the display
screen of the display unit 17. This is because there is a pos-
sibility that the shape of the last combination (0, 1, 2) of
strokes may be what is intended and handwritten by the user
rather than that the combination (0, 1, 2) results from insuf-
ficient strokes for the database.

In the example illustrated in FIG. 9, however, the display
controller 115 displays the graphic 157 as a shaping candidate
with a lower priority than the database 156.

The receiving unit 119 receives input of an instruction to
select a shaping candidate input by the input unit 11. For
example, if the database 156 is touched in the example illus-
trated in FIG. 9, the input unit 11 inputs an instruction to
select the database 156 and the receiving unit 119 receives the
selection instruction. Alternatively, for example, if the
graphic 157 is touched in the example illustrated in FIG. 9, the
input unit 11 inputs an instruction to select the graphic 157
and the receiving unit 119 receives the selection instruction.

When a selection instruction is received by the receiving
unit 119, the shaping unit 131 shapes the strokes acquired by
the acquiring unit 13 into a target graphic that is the selected
shaping candidate. For example, if the instruction to select the
database 156 is received by the receiving unit 119 in the
example illustrated in FIG. 9, the shaping unit 131 shapes the
strokes 150 to 152 into graphic data of the database as illus-
trated in FIG. 4. Alternatively, for example, if the instruction
to select the graphic 157 is received by the receiving unit 119
in the example illustrated in FIG. 9, the shaping unit 131
shapes the strokes 150 to 152 into graphic data of the graphic
157.

The display controller 115 then displays the result of shap-
ing performed by the shaping unit 131 on the display unit 17,
and the output unit 33 outputs the result of shaping performed
by the shaping unit 131 in the form of a file.

FIG. 10 is a flowchart illustrating an example of a flow of
procedures of processing performed by the shaping device
101 according to the second embodiment.

First, the processing in steps S201 to S211 is the same as
that in steps S101 to S111 in the flowchart of FIG. 5.

Subsequently, the determining unit 129 determines
whether or not there is a combination with at least one of first
likelihoods equal to or higher than the first threshold in the
combinations extracted by the extracting unit 21 (step S213).

If there is a combination with at least one of first likeli-
hoods equal to or higher than the first threshold (Yes in step
S213), the determining unit 129 determines whether or not a
combination (first combination) with the second likelihood
equal to or lower than the second threshold in such combina-
tions (step S215).

If there is a first combination (Yes in step S215), the shap-
ing unit 131 shapes the handwritten data that is the strokes
acquired by the acquiring unit 13 into the target graphic with
the highest first likelihood for the one or more first combina-
tions (step S217).

Subsequently, the display controller 115 displays the result
of shaping performed by the shaping unit 131 on the display
unit 17, and the output unit 33 outputs the result of shaping
performed by the shaping unit 131 in the form of a file (step
S219).

If, on the other hand, there is no first combination (No in
step S215), the determining unit 129 determines whether or
not there is a combination (second combination) with the
second likelihood equal to or lower than the third threshold in
the combinations (step S221).
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If there is a second combination (Yes in step S221), the
display controller 115 displays the target graphic with the
highest first likelihood in the one or more second combina-
tions as a shaping candidate (step S223).

Subsequently, the receiving unit 119 receives input of an
instruction to select a shaping candidate input by the input
unit 11 (step S225).

Subsequently, when a selection instruction is received by
the receiving unit 119, the shaping unit 131 shapes the hand-
written data that is the strokes acquired by the acquiring unit
13 into a target graphic that is the selected shaping candidate
(step S227).

Subsequently, the display controller 115 displays the result
of shaping performed by the shaping unit 131 on the display
unit 17, and the output unit 33 outputs the result of shaping
performed by the shaping unit 131 in the form of a file (step
S229).

Note that, if there is no combination with at least one of the
first likelihoods equal to or higher than the first threshold in
the combinations extracted by the extracting unit 21 in step
S213, the strokes that are the handwritten data displayed on
the display unit 17 may be deleted.

Alternatively, for example, if there is a combination with at
least one of the first likelihoods equal to or higher than the first
threshold but there is no combination with the second likeli-
hood equal to or lower than the third threshold in the combi-
nations extracted by the extracting unit 21 in step S221, the
shaping unit 131 may shape the handwritten data into the
target graphic with the highest first likelihood.

According to the second embodiment as described above,
it is possible to obtain a target graphic as a shaping candidate
even for strokes insufficient for the target graphic by relaxing
the criterion for determining the probability of being an
incomplete shape and shape the strokes into the target
graphic.

Third Embodiment

In a third embodiment, an example in which it is checked
with the user whether or not to perform shaping when strokes
are insufficient for a target graphic will be described. In the
following, the difference from the second embodiment will
be mainly described, components having similar functions as
in the second embodiment will be designated by the same
names and reference numerals as in the second embodiment,
and the description thereof will not be repeated.

FIG. 11 is a configuration diagram illustrating an example
of a shaping device 201 according to the third embodiment.
As illustrated in FIG. 11, the shaping device 201 of the third
embodiment is different from that of the second embodiment
in a display controller 215 and a receiving unit 219.

Ifitis determined by the determining unit 129 that there are
one or more second combinations, the display controller 215
displays a confirmation screen for checking whether or not to
perform shaping on the display unit 17. For example, the
display controller 215 displays a confirmation screen 256 for
checking whether or not to perform shaping on a display
screen of the display unit 17 as illustrated in FIG. 12.

The receiving unit 219 receives input of a check instruction
to check whether or not to perform shaping input by the input
unit 11. For example, if a Yes button 257 is touched in the
example illustrated in FIG. 12, the input unit 11 inputs a check
instruction instructing that shaping is to be performed and the
receiving unit 219 receives the check instruction. If, for
example, a No button 258 is touched in the example illus-
trated in FIG. 12, the input unit 11 inputs a check instruction
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instructing that shaping is not to be performed and the receiv-
ing unit 219 receives the check instruction.

If the check instruction instructing that shaping is to be
performed is received by the receiving unit 219, the display
controller 215 displays a target graphic with the highest first
likelihood for one or more second combination as a shaping
candidate on the display unit 17.

Fourth Embodiment

In a fourth embodiment, an example in which acquired
strokes can be shaped into a target graphic even when the
strokes are excessive for the target graphic will be described.
In the following, the difference from the first embodiment
will be mainly described, components having similar func-
tions as in the first embodiment will be designated by the
same names and reference numerals as in the first embodi-
ment, and the description thereof will not be repeated.

FIG. 13 is a configuration diagram illustrating an example
of'a shaping device 301 according to the fourth embodiment.
As illustrated in FIG. 13, the shaping device 301 of the fourth
embodiment is different from that of the first embodiment in
a determining unit 329, a display controller 315, a receiving
unit 319, and a shaping unit 331.

FIG. 14 is a diagram illustrating an example of display of a
plurality of strokes according to the fourth embodiment. In
the example illustrated in FIG. 14, strokes 350 to 353 express-
ing a graphic of an arrow are displayed on a display screen of
the display unit 17. With the strokes 350 to 353, however, the
arrow is not properly expressed since the stroke 353 sticks out
(is too long). Note that the strokes 350 to 353 are assumed to
be acquired (input) in the order of the stroke 350, the stroke
351, the stroke 352, and the stroke 353.

If there is no combination with at least one of the first
likelihoods equal to or higher than the first threshold in the
combinations extracted by the extracting unit 21, the deter-
mining unit 329 further determines whether or not there is a
third combination with at least one of the first likelihoods
equal to or higher than a fourth threshold that is smaller than
the first threshold and the second likelihood equal to or lower
than the second threshold.

FIG. 15 is an explanatory table of an example of the deter-
mination technique according to the fourth embodiment.
Here, a combination (0) of strokes represents a combination
including the stroke 350, a combination (0, 1) of strokes
represents a combination including the strokes 350 and 351,
a combination (0, 1, 2) of strokes represents a combination
including the strokes 350, 351, and 352, and a combination (0,
1, 2, 3) of strokes represents a combination including the
strokes 350, 351, 352, and 353. Furthermore, it is assumed
that the first threshold is 0.8, the second threshold is 0.3, and
the fourth threshold is 0.5 in the example illustrated in FIG.
15, but the thresholds are not limited thereto.

In this case, there is no combination with at least one of the
first likelihoods equal to or higher than 0.8, combinations
with at least one of the first likelihoods equal to or higher than
0.5 are the combination (0, 1), the combination (0, 1, 2), and
the combination (0, 1, 2, 3), and a combination with the
second likelihood equal to or lower than 0.3 is the combina-
tion (0, 1, 2, 3). As a result, since there is no combination
corresponding to the first combination and the combination
(0, 1, 2, 3) corresponds to the third combination, the deter-
mining unit 329 determines that there is no first combination
and that there is a third combination.

Ifitis determined by the determining unit 329 that there are
one or more third combinations, the display controller 315
displays the target graphic with the highest first likelihood for
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the one or more third combinations as a shaping candidate on
the display unit 17. It is more preferable to display a target
graphic with the highest first likelihood and the lowest second
likelihood for the one or more third combinations as a shaping
candidate on the display unit 17. This is because the second
likelihood represents the probability of being an incomplete
shape and a graphic with a lower second likelihood is likely to
be a graphic of a shaping candidate.

For example, in the example illustrated in FIG. 15, the
highest first likelihood for the combination (0, 1, 2, 3) that is
the one or more third combinations is 0.7 of the arrow. The
display controller 315 thus acquires the template of the arrow
from the shaping unit 331 or the storage unit 23, and displays
the arrow as a shaping candidate on a display screen of the
display unit 17. Note that the display controller 315 may also
display a graphic corresponding to the combination (0, 1, 2, 3)
that is the last combination of strokes as a shaping candidate
on the display screen of the display unit 17 similarly to the
second embodiment.

The receiving unit 319 receives input of an instruction to
select a shaping candidate input by the input unit 11.

When a selection instruction is received by the receiving
unit 319, the shaping unit 331 shapes the strokes acquired by
the acquiring unit 13 into a target graphic that is the selected
shaping candidate. For example, when an instruction to select
the arrow is received by the receiving unit 319, the shaping
unit 331 shapes the strokes 350 to 353 into the graphic data of
the arrow as illustrated in FIG. 16.

The display controller 315 then displays the result of shap-
ing performed by the shaping unit 331 on the display unit 17,
and the output unit 33 outputs the result of shaping performed
by the shaping unit 331 in the form of a file.

According to the fourth embodiment as described above, it
is possible to obtain a target graphic as a shaping candidate
even for strokes excessive for the target graphic by relaxing
the criterion for determining the probability of being a target
graphic and shape the strokes into the target graphic.

Note that modifications similar to those in the third
embodiment may be made in the fourth embodiment. Spe-
cifically, if there are one or more third combinations, the
display controller 315 may display a confirmation screen for
checking whether or not to perform shaping on the display
unit 17, the receiving unit 319 may further receive an input of
a check instruction to check whether or not to perform shap-
ing and, if a check instruction instructing that shaping is to be
performed is received, the display controller 315 may display
atarget graphic with the highest first likelihood for the one or
more third combinations as a shaping candidate on the dis-
play unit 17.

Fifth Embodiment

In a fifth embodiment, an example in which strokes are
classified into two or more stroke groups and shaping is
performed on each stroke group will be described. In the
following, the difference from the second embodiment will
be mainly described, components having similar functions as
in the second embodiment will be designated by the same
names and reference numerals as in the second embodiment,
and the description thereof will not be repeated.

FIG. 17 is a configuration diagram illustrating an example
of'a shaping device 401 according to the fifth embodiment. As
illustrated in FIG. 17, the shaping device 401 of the fifth
embodiment is different from that of the second embodiment
in a classifying unit 414 and an extracting unit 421.

The classifying unit 414 classifies the strokes acquired by
the acquiring unit 13 into two or more stroke groups. Specifi-
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cally, the classifying unit 414 classifies the strokes acquired
by the acquiring unit 13 into two or more stroke groups
according to the respective positions thereof.

The classification of the strokes can be performed by using
a known technique. For example, the classifying unit 414
classifies adjacent strokes or strokes with median points
within a predetermined distance into the same stroke group.
Alternatively, for example, the classifying unit 414 may cal-
culate the likelihood for each of the acquired strokes, express
the likelihoods in a Markov random field (MRF) so as to add
spatial proximity and continuity on a coordinate plane, and
estimate a plurality of divided regions into which a region
where the handwritten data is present and which can be most
easily separated (refer, for example, to Xiang-Dong Zhou,
Cheng-Lin Liu, “Text/Non-text Ink Stroke Classification in
Japanese Handwriting Based on Markov Random Fields,”
Document Analysis and Recognition, 2007, ICDAR 2007,
Ninth International Conference on, 23-26 Sep. 2007).

The extracting unit 421 extracts multiple combinations of
strokes from each of the stroke groups classified by the clas-
sifying unit 414, each combination including one or more
strokes from the stroke group.

Subsequently, the first calculator 25, the second calculator
27, the determining unit 129, and the shaping unit 131 per-
form the processing described above on each stroke group.

As aresult, when a handwritten flowchart 451 and a hand-
written database 452 are to be shaped as illustrated in FIG. 18,
optimum shaping processing can be performed on each of the
stroke groups such as shaping the handwritten flowchart 451
into a flowchart 456 while displaying shaping candidates 457
and 458 for the handwritten database 452 as illustrated in
FIG. 19. In this example, the handwritten flowchart 451 cor-
responds to a first combination and the handwritten database
452 corresponds to a second combination.

Hardware Configuration

FIG. 20 is a diagram illustrating an example of a hardware
configuration of the shaping device according to the embodi-
ments described above. The shaping device according to the
embodiments described above includes a control device 901
such as a CPU, a storage device 902 such as a ROM and a
RAM, an external storage device 903 such as an HDD, a
display device 904 such as a touch panel, an input device 905
such as a touch panel, and a communication device 906 such
as a communication interface, which is a hardware configu-
ration utilizing a common computer system.

Programs to be executed by the shaping device according
to the embodiments described above are recorded on a com-
puter readable recording medium such as a CD-ROM, a
CD-R, a memory card, a digital versatile disk (DVD) and a
flexible disk (FD) in a form of a file that can be installed or
executed, and provided therefrom.

Alternatively, the programs to be executed by the shaping
device according to the embodiments described above may be
stored on a computer system connected to a network such as
the Internet, and provided by being downloaded via the net-
work. Still alternatively, the programs to be executed by the
shaping device according to the embodiments described
above may be provided or distributed through a network such
asthe Internet. Still alternatively, the programs to be executed
by the shaping device according to the embodiments
described above may be embedded in a ROM or the like in
advance and provided therefrom.

The programs to be executed by the shaping device accord-
ing to the embodiments described above have modular struc-
tures for implementing the components described above on a
computer system. In an actual hardware configuration, the
CPU reads programs from the HDD and executes the pro-
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grams on the RAM, whereby the respective components
described above are implemented on a computer system.

For example, the order in which the steps in the flowcharts
in the embodiments described above are performed may be
changed, a plurality of steps may be performed at the same
time or the order in which the steps are performed may be
changed each time the steps are performed to the extent that
the changes are not inconsistent with the nature thereof.

As described above, according to the embodiments, the
accuracy of shaping into a target graphic expressed by using
another graphic as part thereof can be increased.

While certain embodiments have been described, these
embodiments have been presented by way of example only,
and are not intended to limit the scope of the inventions.
Indeed, the novel embodiments described herein may be
embodied in a variety of other forms; furthermore, various
omissions, substitutions and changes in the form of the
embodiments described herein may be made without depart-
ing from the spirit of the inventions. The accompanying
claims and their equivalents are intended to cover such forms
or modifications as would fall within the scope and spirit of
the inventions.

What is claimed is:

1. A shaping device comprising:

an acquiring unit configured to acquire a plurality of
strokes indicative of handwriting by a user;

an extracting unit configured to extract multiple combina-
tions of strokes, each combination including one or more
of the strokes;

a first calculator configured to calculate a first likelihood
representing a probability that each of the combinations
related to a target graphic;

a second calculator configured to calculate a second like-
lihood representing a probability that each of the com-
binations related to an incomplete shape;

adetermining unit configured to determine whether there is
afirst combination having at least one of first likelihoods
equal to or higher than a first threshold and the second
likelihood equal to or lower than a second threshold in
the combinations;

a shaping unit configured to shape the strokes into the
target graphic having the first likelihood equal to or
higher than the first threshold for the first combination
when there is the first combination; and

a display unit configured to display a result of shaping the
strokes.

2. The device according to claim 1, wherein the shaping
unit is configured to shape the strokes into a target graphic
having a highest first likelihood when there are one or more
first combinations.

3. The device according to claim 2, wherein

the determining unit is further configured to determine
whether there is a second combination having at least
one of the first likelihoods equal to or higher than the first
threshold and the second likelihood equal to or lower
than a third threshold when there is no first combination,
the third threshold being larger than the second thresh-
old,

the display unit is configured to display a target graphic
having a highest first likelihood for one or more second
combinations as a shaping candidate

the shaping device further comprises a receiving unit con-
figured to receive an instruction to select a shaping can-
didate,

the shaping unit is configured to shape the strokes into a
target graphic that is a selected shaping candidate in
response to the selection instruction received, and

the display unit is configured to display a result of shaping.
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4. The device according to claim 3, wherein

the display unit is configured to display a confirmation
screen to check whether to perform shaping when there
are one or more second combinations,

the receiving unit is further configured to receive input of a

check instruction to check whether to perform shaping,
and

the display unit is configured to display a target graphic

having the highest likelihood for the one or more second
combinations as a shaping candidate in response to a
check instruction instructing that shaping is to be per-
formed.

5. The device according to claim 2, wherein

the determining unit is further configured to determine

whether there is a third combination having at least one
of the first likelihoods equal to or higher than a fourth
threshold and the second likelihood equal to or lower
than the second threshold when there is no combination
having at least one of the first likelihoods equal to or
higher than the first threshold, the fourth threshold being
smaller than the first threshold,

the display unit is configured to display a target graphic

having a highest first likelihood for one or more third
combinations as a shaping candidate,

the shaping device further comprises a receiving unit con-

figured to receive an instruction to select a shaping can-
didate,

the shaping unit is configured to shape the strokes into a

target graphic that is a selected shaping candidate in
response to the selection instruction received, and

the display unit is configured to display a result of shaping.

6. The device according to claim 5, wherein

the display unit is configured to display a confirmation

screen to check whether to perform shaping when there
are the one or more third combinations,

the receiving unit is further configured to receive input of a

check instruction to check whether to perform shaping,
and

the display unit is configured to display a target graphic

having a highest likelihood for the one or more third
combinations as a shaping candidate in response to the
check instruction instructing that shaping is to be per-
formed.

7. The device according to claim 1, further comprising a
classifying unit configured to classify the strokes into two or
more stroke groups, wherein

the extracting unit is configured to extract multiple combi-

nations of strokes from each of the stroke groups, each
combination including one or more strokes in the stroke
group.

8. The device according to claim 7, wherein the classifying
unit is configured to classity the strokes into the two or more
stroke groups according to respective positions of the strokes.

9. A shaping device comprising:

an acquiring unit configured to acquire a plurality of

strokes handwritten by a user; and

a display unit configured to display a result of shaping the

strokes into a target shape when there is a combination
having a first likelihood representing a probability that
the combination related to the target graphic equal to or
higher than a first threshold and a second likelihood
representing a probability that the combination related
to an incomplete shape equal to or lower than a second
threshold in multiple combinations, the combination
being one of multiple combinations of strokes, each
combination including one or more of the strokes.
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